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In the past month, donations to the amount of $1,567.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.

HBMA members and attendants have also deposited $62.00 in the donation box which also deposited to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building
fund. The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations
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Expression of Dana/Gratitude

* Ms Mihoko Nishiura — Husband (Terry Nishiura)’ s gravestone dedication
* Rev George Gatenby — Membership contribution

* Mr Roy Cooke — Membership contribution

* Ms Ayako Mitsui — Membership, Shotsuki register & Donations, Osaisens
* Mr & Mrs Michio and Toyo Ochiai — Membership contribution

* Ms Yoshiko Gault — Membership contribution

* Ms Tomoko Mitarai (Japan) — Membership contribution

* Ms Mayumi Saito — Membership contribution

* Ms Yukako Kusatani — Special donation

* Ms Sabina Baltruweit — Membership contribution

* Ms Shizuko Takeda—Fehlner — Special donation

* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2019 Calendars)

* JCS / SSSJ — Print reimburse

Thank you very much in Gassho
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Rev Watanabe was invited
to join the Red Wednesday
Interfaith  Gathering  in
support of the Persecuted
of All Faiths led by
g & Archbishop Fisher OP at
St Mary's became St Narys Cathedral Crypt

all red after
Archbishop pressed 011 28 Nov 18.

the button.

On 28 November 2018,
people of faith around
Australia observed Red
Wednesday. It was to pro-
fl vide an opportunity for all
, religious communities to

§ come together and speak

out for those around the
world who suffer and are
persecuted for practising
their faith. In Sydney,
Archbishop Fisher kindly
hosted this event and
many faith leaders in-
cluding Buddhist gath-
ered and witnessed.

Rev Watanabe with Archbisho
Anthony Fisher OP. (28/11/18)

Ms

# from Lismore, NSW, came
to visit Sydney in December |
and did an interview to Fr Paul
Grynn. She made a courtesy :
visit to HBMA too. Sabina is X)) ‘

always. busy to plgn heI.‘ P€ACE iy Sabina (back row 2nd
event in her area including the from left) and Rev Wata-

ANZAC Day Peace Ceremony  nabe’s family. (10/12/18)

o Welcome to HBMA!

Shizuko, John & Mishka
joined the Bodhi Day Service on '
9 December 2018 and enjoyed e
the Dharma Message especially 8 &% ¥ .
for the .Bodhl Day! Hope to s€€ om left end) Shizuko,
you again soon! John & Mishka, Rev

Ayako and Hiroko.

Sabina Baltruweit

We all supported & Enjoyed

---- « Matsuri Japan Festival

MATS
On 8 December, at the Tumberlong Park

(Darling Harboun), the Japanese community held its annual

festival, which attracted more than 40,000 people!
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NEW YEARS MESSAGE 2019
To all HBMA Members and friends

To all my nembutsu friends at
HBMA.

- My kind thoughts and best wishes
for the year to come.

In Gassho,

Rev George Gatenby,
Adelaide

I would like to wish our HBMA
. members a fulfilling new year in
‘8 the Dharma. This is a good time
to reflect on ourselves and to
8 think about how we are living. In-
£ 1 deed, if we are honest, we will ad-
mit that our everyday lives are of-
ten restless and full of distrac-
tions. This is the reality of our human condition.
However, the nembutsu continually reminds us of
our real aspiration and where our true home lies I
this burning house of samsara. By seeking true rest
in the lap of Amida Buddha, we are brought to see
that the Buddha’s illumines us at all times and
seeks to deliver us from the dream-like existence of
our bombu self. Take refuge Namu
Amida Butsu and feel the compas-
sion of true awakening”.
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In Gassho,

Rev John Paraskevopoulos, Canberra

I wish all members and sup-
- porters of the HBMA a healthy
and happy 2019, and | can
- think of no better teaching to
live by this year and every year
than the teaching Honen g
Shonin gave to our teacher
- Shinran Shonin - ‘Just say the
Nembutsu. Nothing else is required.’

In Gassho,
Rev Mark Healsmith, Canberra
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(From page 2)

Minister’s New Year message

versary of the Cowra Break- S
out (05/08/18) at the Cowra \JIEE S
Japanese Cemetery '
-Then, we had Annual Obon
service with Rev George
Gatenby presented (12/08/18) =
-In September, I was invited &
to attend the Kagyu Monlam Buddhist Service of Re_sm

at the Cowra cemetery
(05/08/18)
Prayer at  Bankstown

(14/09/18) and offered my
chanting, then I ran in the
| Sydney Marathon for the
world peace and the future
, fof HBMA once again
Obon service was conducted (16/09/18). Then following
with Rev_Gatenby(12/08/18) two days(17&18/09/18), 1
had meetings with dele-
me gates from Vatican.
“ -On United Nations Day, I was in-
L V1ted to chant for world peace at
4 Lindfield
Uniting
Church.
(21/09/18)

-1 joined the
Spring Tea

Ceremony
With  delegates
Rev  Watanabe

com- organised by Vatican (17/09/18).
pleted to run his second Sydney Ura-

Marathon. (16/09/18)
Marathon. (16/09/18 senke Tanko -

-kai(14/10/18)
-In November, we observed our [ .
annual Hoonko service with Rev
John Paraskevopoulos (11/11/18).
-In December, we were all in-
volved with the Matsuri Japan

from

With Tanko-kai members

(14/10/18),
festival (08/12/18), and

finally did annual
Omigaki — Altar clean
up (16/12/18)

Of course, we continue
to hold our regular
1 Sunday services at the
HBMA, to which we
always invite as many people as possible. Please keep
inviting your friends to our services!
Volunteer work is very important to keep connecting
with our communities. First of all, I help as a hospital
chaplain every week — mainly at the Royal North
Shore Hospital. I also visit nursing homes and other
aged care facilities. As I wrote at the outset, after vol-
unteering at Lindfield East PS as a scripture teacher
for ten years, I changed the school to new local school
which is Gordon West PS since beginning of 2018. For
our “Japan Club of Sydney”, I volunteer as one of the
directors and mainly help with producing their news-
letters.

Hoonko Service 2018 (11/11/18)

We had more activities, meetings and special ceremo-
nies during 2018. I believe the year 2019 will be an-
other busy year!
Amida Buddha’s boundless compassion always reaches
each one of us, with no discrimination or distinction.
Once we realise Amida Buddha’s supporting arms,
which are always trying to embrace each of us, we will
discover a life of appreciation. The life of appreciation
is the way to live as a Jodo Shinshu follower.
Therefore, let us live our faithful daily lives appreciat-
ing Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassion reciting
Namo Amida Butsu, and try to help those who suffer.
I wish all readers of the bulletin safe, happy and
meaningful days throughout the year.
In Gassho,
Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

HBMA News Rev Watanabe I??ade a courtesy visit to
Kyoto Hongwanji

During Reverend’s stay in
Kyoto at the beginning of this
year, he was able to meet with
Rev Masumi Ishida, Hong-

wanji International Centre’s
new Bucho. He also had the
privilege of meet Rev Kido Onoi, the Head of the Policy
Planning Office, and talked about various aspects sur-
rounding Hongwanji.

With Rev Kido
Onoi, the Head
of Policy Plan-
ning Office
(left), and HIC
Bucho Rev
Masumi
Ishida. (right)
(08/01/19).
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Omigaki - Year End Shrine Clean-up
Day - successtfully completed!

On 16 December, we once
again held Omigaki day
- when we had
‘last Sunday

Service in

§ 2018. The
A HBMA

shrine be-

came  very

\ ‘ clean as we polished all the ornaments
We cleaned shrine in the shrine and wiped all the chairs
up and polished jp the room, and enjoyed sharing our
auomﬂ, lunch together! Thank you Mrs Ayako
Mitsui, Ms Hiroko Okuyama, Ms
Naoko Saito, Ms Shizuko Takeda-
Fehlner, Mr/Mrs Tada & Ken, Mr/Mrs
s Anthony Khuu and Yukako Kusatani,
§ and Yuta & Miwa, plus Yukimi and
our children for all of your help!
In Gassho,




New Year!)” from

“Shin’nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Ha
Rev Watanabe family!
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Minister’s New Year Message

NN

"~ As we welcome the New Year 2019, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia, I would like
to express my most sincere appreciation to each and
every one of you who have supported HBMA, its activi-
ties and services, during the past year.

I will always treasure and appreciate your continuing
support throughout the year.

During 2018, the second year since our move to
Gordon, we start to feel that this is the most conven-
ient location that HBMA has ever had. It is very close
to public transport. This is such a big advantage for
our mission, so we believe. “‘ _i'

I served as a volunteer R
Buddhist scripture teacher | w
at Lindfield East Public .
School for over 10 years. i,
But since the beginning of &y
last year I have been en-
joying new encounters
with new community mem-
bers at Gordon West Pub-
lic School.

New Scripture Class at Gordon

West Public School (11/04/18)

2018 was another successful year. It was a time from
which we can draw wonderful memories and can recall
precious encounters and challenges. I would like to
highlight some events during the last year.

-First of all, on New Year’ Day, we observed Shu-Sho-e
and welcomed the new year with devoted members
and friends

o “In February, we observed
;] Nehan-E (Nirvana Day)
' service, to commemorate
) Shakyamuni Buddha’s
passing (11/02/18)

-In March, we once again
! joined Australia’s biggest
Nehan e/Nirvana Day service was commumty volunteer

held with 16 attendants and com- gvyent, “Clean up Austra-
memorated Shakyamuni . (11/02/18)

H
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Groun photo of the Clean up Australia Dav Australla s largest mo-
bilisation event, at the Lane Cove National Park (04/03/18).

lia day” (04/03/18)

-It was my honour to offici-
ate at the 7th year memo- |
rial service of the East Ja-
pan Earthquake at the §
Crows Nest Centre
(11/03/18). We also observed
autumn O-Higan service
(18/03/17)

-In April, our most joyous
service, Hanamatsuri took
place with Rev Mark Heals-
mith. We also had a special |
guest from Hiroshima Ja- i€
pan, Rev Daito Sadamitsu, N
presented(08/04/18)
-I also attended the annual " _
Peace Ceremony in Lismore 4, -1 Hana matsuri service
(24&25/04/18) - (08i04118)
-In May, I was invited to

talk in public about Buddhism
for the “Spirituality in the
Pub” (02/05/18) in the Pad-
dington RSL, which was a
very interesting experience!
-Then we observed our Gotan-

‘Spirituality in the Pub’ at € service, followed by
Padding;on RSL. §02/05/18) the Annual General

Meeting (20/05/18)
-During  National = Volunteer
Week, Royal North Shore Hospi-
tal organised a Volunteer Appre-

7th year memorial service for
the 3.11 Japan earthquake in
Crows Nest(11/03/18).

R A

ceremony (24/05/18). I was again g
invited by the Most Reverend i
Anthony '
Fisher of St

Mary’s Cathe-
dral to attend RNSH’s Volunteer sec-
their IFTER tion organiser, Anna.

dinner (30/05/18). 1 also attended
several Vesak ceremonies in Syd-
ney around this time

With Archbishop A In August, I officiated a Buddhist

Fisher of St Mary’s service of respect at the 74th Anni-
Cathedral (30/05/18).

(Continues on page 3)
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New Year’s Greeting

At the beginning of this New Year, I would like
to extend my warmest greetings to you all.

Last year, Japan was hit by frequent natural
disasters like torrential rains, typhoons, and
earthquakes. Other countries including Indone-
sia and the US were also visited by devastating
earthquakes, tsunamis, and major hurricanes. I
would like to convey my deepest condolences to
those who lost their lives through the natural
disasters and express my sympathy to everyone
affected. We must also never forget that armed
conflicts and terror attacks as well as severe
starvation is making it difficult to live and lives
are being lost every day.

In my message entitled, A Way of Living as a
Nembutsu Follower which I presented on 1 Oc-
tober, 2016, the first day of the Commemoration
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on the Accession of the Jodo Shinshu Tradition,
I have stated, “by trying to live according to the
Buddha Dharma, ...we can live to the best of
our ability, aspiring to live up to the Buddha’s
Wish.” In agreement with this proposal, begin-
ning last April, our organization has launched a
campaign against poverty under the slogan,
“Dana for World Peace— overcoming poverty to
nurture our children.”

Unable to part from our self-centered mental-
ity, we are simply foolish beings, incapable of
attaining supreme enlightenment through our
own strength. It is all through the salvific
working of Amida Tathagata that we are en-
abled to realize our selfishness. Furthermore,
because of this self-awareness, with the hope of
responding to the Buddha’s boundless compas-
sion even just a little, we are enabled to aspire
for everyone’s happiness and make a sincere ef-
fort in dealing with the many difficult problems
of bitter reality in this world.

In this New Year, as we receive the Dharma
and recite the Nembutsu, let us make every ef-
fort to acknowledge and cope with the reality
we face.

January 1, 2019

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




